Jewish victims, especially Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, the famed German sexologist hounded by the Nazis, and on his rela tionship to the gay and straight communi ties of Berlin. This interest turned into work with such eminent scholars as Pro fessors Rudiger Lautmann, George Mosse, James Steakley, Vern Bullough, Bill Percy, Richard Plant, and Claus Mueller. They encouraged me to pursue my research despite the fact that most of the important literature is in German and in Germany. I did indeed pursue the topic, and my earliest writings on the life of Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld appeared in my book The Jew as Outsider (1982) and in an entry on Hirschfeld in the Encyclopaedia Judaica Decennial Book, 1973 Book, -1982 I carried out other research on sex and gender issues during the Holocaust, the persecution of the "pink triangles," and Jewish resistance in general. In fact, I dis covered an entirely new element in the resistance: a gay and lesbian resistance group in Germany that many scholars had overlooked.
Looking at history through "gay eyes" brings out some startling new discoveries. For example, Baruch Spinoza, like Soc rates, may have been excommunicated not only for his radical ideas about God and man, but also because he was a lover of young men and boys! understand the Holocaust, one must first understand the politics of homosexuality.
A second major influence on me was the-1960s counterculture (I am in my mid-40s) in which new and exotic life-styles (clothes, music, sexuality) included a Jewish radi cal component. This led to my first major book, Jewish Radicalism: A Selected Anthology (Grove Press, 1973) . In that book was one of the first Jewish voices of the gay movement: "Coming Out Jewish," by Chicagoan Robbie Skeist (pp. 314-322). The earlier Chutzpah Anthology also had essays on gays.
A third impact was our friendship circles. My wife and I know many gays and les bians in the social work, cultural, and aca demic spheres of Boston. One of my wife's friends, Helaine Zimmerman, an "out" and proud (doubly-proud) Jewish woman, often came with her lover, an Ital ian woman, to office parties and to our home for seders. Helaine had the same problems about bringing a "shiksa" home to mother that Jewish males have, but she managed to pull it off. The reader will be happy to know that she has divorced the "shiksa" and married a nice Jewish girl.
A fourth impact was a search for my own identity as a father, husband, man, and sexual being. In short, my identity as an "outsider." The outsider status of Jew is beneficial for a writer. I have written about this in one of my earliest books, The Jew as Outsider (Lanham, MD and London: University Press of America, 1982) . There is a great deal of homophobia in the Jew ish community, but still, Jews are by and large liberals and fairly tolerant. Homo sexual or lesbian identity can lead to re jection by the Jewish press, by Jewish bookstores (often owned by Orthodox Jews), and the larger Jewish community, and yet GLBi (Gay, Lesbian, and Bisex ual) Jews retain their identity under these circumstances.
Finally, a fifth influence: I recently re ceived a grant from the United Auto Work ers through the National Writers Union 
Criticize the Sin, Not the Sinner
While theologically, homosexuality is a sin, newer interpretations by the rabbis have shown that a separation can be made between the "sinner" and the "sin." This is based on the medical model of deviance in sociological theory, that being gay is an illness that can be "cured." Just drink enough hot "tay" [tea] and chicken soup, and it will all go away. The medical, psy chiatric, and sociological establishment have, however, rejected this model. Most believe that homosexuality is 80% a bio logical issue and 20% a learned behavior, and that no matter where (Germany, Israel, or Somalia) or when (the Renais sance, Nazi Germany, or the end of the 20th Century), somewhere between 5 and 10% of the population will be gay.
But humans are too complex to pin down. They are sexually polymorphous, includ ing being celibate; and one can be celi bate and gay (certainly there are gay priests and lesbian nuns, as well as gay/lesbian rabbis). Bisexuality is also an option for many. Many gay synagogues have been established in the USA, Canada, Europe, and even Israel.
Gay Jewish literature thus has a back ground as well as a foreground. Many of the leaders in the gay movement are politi cal and social activists or writers, novel ists, and poets. I refer here to the late Harvey Milk, the "mayor of Castro Street," Warren Blumenfeld, Leslea Newman, Jyl Felman, Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz, Irena Klepfisz, and the founders of ACT-UP, such as Larry Kramer. Bisexuals are less prominent. The bi "heroes" of my genera tion were Paul Goodman and Leonard Bernstein, not very good role models actually, but the best that exist for now.
Barriers to Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Writers
Barriers to GLBi writers is a large topic that I have written about at length in a report of a survey mentioned above, but it is beyond the scope of this article.* I have dealt with such issues as censorship and self-censor ship, advocacy, education, networking, liter-ary and library segregation, chain stores, and cognate issues.
Some questions that librarians on limited budgets should ask are: What books should I purchase?
To whom should we make this literature available? Naturally, some material is more suited for adults or for scholars, and some for children, but do not fall for the myth that gay or lesbian literature must be by definition sexual. We are not talking about erotica, but of a cat egory of literature that should be treated by the same criteria as any other type of literature. Happily, the task is easy. There is so much excellent material out there that the problem is not too little but too much for any budget to handle. The anno tated bibliography which follows is designed to assist librarians in selection. Newsweek, May 10, 1993, p.  58, as well as a special Press, 1984) has also written one of the few trustworthy accounts of a gay man's life in Sachsenhausen.
*Readers who wish a copy of this survey should please send the author $5.00 and a SASE to cover photocopy and postage costs.

Bibliographic Overview
In the 1990s, we are seeing an explosion of books and articles on the gay, lesbian, and bisexual lifestyle, much of it relevant to librarians. The following is an overview of such literature.
There has been such an outburst of gay literature that it is impossible to list all titles (see
Naturally, the issue is still controversial. Was the gay genocide really a genocide? Were homosexuals really targeted for complete anni hilation as the Jews were, or could they escape the dragnet by "passing"? The numbers were also very small-no more than 20,000 died in the camps compared to 500,000 Gypsies and six million Jews. Can we call it genocide? The jury is still out in many scholarly circles on this question.
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